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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Amendment filed on 12/1/04. 
This action is made FINAL 

2. Claims 1-3, 6-8 are pending in the case. Claim 1 is an independent claim. 
Claims 4-5 and 9-18 have been cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Jason Braatz et al.. U.S Patent Publication 2002/0120728 A1 , 8/2002 and further 
in viewof Tagami et al., U.S. Patent 4,484,284, 11/1984, 

As per independent claim 1 , Braatz discloses recording trip data (i.e. 
speed/odometer reading) periodically (pp. 5, Para 68, pp. 6, Para 87; pp. 10, Para 142) 
and time stamping each periodic recording (pp. 10, Para 142); recording geographic 
position periodically (pp. 5 Para 73; pp. 10, Para 142) and time stamping each recording 
(pp. 6, Para 85); saving the time stamped trip data and geographic position in a 
database (pp. 5. Para 73; pp. 6, Para 87; pp. 10, Para 139); and graphically displaying 
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the recorded trip data and the recorded geographic position as a function of time, from 
the database (pp. 3. Para 33; Fig. 9; pp. 10, Para 142). 

Tagami discloses electronically monitoring trip data (col. 3.11. 48-55) and 
recording trip data and geographic position when trip data indicates a predetermined trip 
event is occurring, thereby recording data for the event rather than waiting for a next 
period of one of the periodic recordings to initiate recording (i.e. electric signals are 
output from a gas rate sensor; the output is used to detemiine the geographic position; 
and the travel data is stored) (col. 3-4, II. 56-12), saving the recorded trip data (i.e. gas 
rate sensor data) and geographic position recorded as a result of a trip event in the 
database (i.e. preselected travel distance and gas rate) (col. 4, II. 4-12; col. 2-3, II. 60-4), 
wherein the graphically displayed trip data and geographic position from recording as a 
result of a trip event is displayed differently than the graphically displayed trip data and 
geographic position from periodic recording (i.e. an instantaneous event is identified by 
a different marking and/or scale from other recorded travel points) (Fig. 2), which Braatz 
fails to specifically disclose. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate 
Tagami's disclosure of electronically monitoring, recording and storing trip and position 
data... and graphically displaying the recorded trip event data differently from 
periodically recorded data with the disclosure of Braatz because Braatz teaches a 
vehicle tracking system (pp. 6, Para 85) for monitoring telemetry of fuel gauges (i.e. gas 
rate) of the vehicle (pp. 6, Para 87), where trends are used to anticipate conditions 
based on past performance (i.e. identifying/designating a trip event) (pp. 6, Para 85). 
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Braatz also teaches that instances of information pertaining to a vehicle can be 
displayed and that the data of a plurality of vehicles may be displayed and designated 
graphically using different colors, shapes, or characters (pp. 10, Para 141). 

As per dependent claims 2 and 10, Braatz in view of Tagami discloses choosing 
an instant in time causes corresponding recorded trip data and recorded geographic 
position to be displayed (pp. 10. Para 141-142). It is inherent that Braatz teaches 
choosing an instant in time causes corresponding recorded trip data and recorded 
geographic position to be displayed as he discloses tracking the location of a vehicle at 
multiple instances (i.e. times) and the tracking application interface displaying 
corresponding vehicle data (i.e. position and speed/trip data) upon user selection of a 
vehicle position at an instance in time. 

As per dependent claim 3, Braatz in view of Tagami discloses choosing a 
geographic position causes temporally corresponding recorded trip data to be displayed 
(pp. 10. Para 141). 

As per dependent claim 6, Braatz in view of Tagami fails to disclose graphically 
displaying only the event trip data. It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art 
to include graphically displaying only the event trip data in the disclosure of Braatz 
because Braatz teaches extracting trip data from recorded position data of a mobile 
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asset (pp. 10, Para 142) and displaying data relevant to an asset upon user input (pp. 
10, Para 141). 

As per dependent claim 7, Braatz in view of Tagami discloses recording 
geographic position periodically (pp. 10, Para 42) in terms of latitude and longitude (pp. 
3, Para 35); and plotting the geographic position on a map containing latitude and 
longitude information (pp. 10, Para 142; Fig. 8). 

As per dependent claim 8, Braatz in view of Tagami fails to disclose the periodic 
recording of trip data is based on a periodic interval of time and the periodic recording 
of geographic position is based on a periodic interval of distance. It would have been 
obvious to one of skill in the art to incorporate the periodic recording of trip data is 
based on a periodic interval of time and the periodic recording of geographic position is 
based on a periodic interval of distance in the disclosure of Braatz because he teaches 
recording speed (i.e. trip data) and position as a function of time and space (pp. 10, 
Para 142). 
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Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 12/1/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues the present invention discloses monitoring and recording many 
different types of trip data on the occurrence of many different types of predetermined 
trip events; and these different types of trip data are not used to determine geographic 
position but are valuable in their own right, which Tagami fails to disclose as he only 
teaches monitoring and recording one type of trip data on the occurrence of one type of 
predetermined trip event. 

In reply, Applicant fails to claim many different types of trip data are 
monitoring and recording based on the occurrence of many different types of 
predetermined trip events. Therefore, Tagami's disclosure of monitoring and 
recording trip data based on a trip event discloses the Applicant's claimed 
invention. 

Applicant argues Tagami's disclosure of using monitored and recorded trip data to 
detennine geographic position and graphically displaying trip data derived from 
geographic position teaches away from monitoring, recording and graphically displaying 
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trip data unrelated to geographic position, which are the basis of the invention in the 
present Application. 

In reply, Applicant fails to claim the trip data is unrelated to geographic position. 
Additionally, Applicant specifically claims monitoring and recording trip data and 
geographic position, which Tagami discloses, but does not claim a method of 
how the data is monitored and recorded. 

Applicant argues the Office Action does not suggest why the periodic recording of Bratz 
and the trip event recording of Tagami should be combined much less why they should 
be combined but have the graphical display of the periodically recorded trip data and 
geographic position of Bratz displayed graphically differently than the trip data and 
geographic position recorded on the occurrence of a trip event of Tagami 

In reply, the Office Action indicates it is obvious to combine the teachings fo 
Tagami with the that of Bratz because Braatz teaches a vehicle tracking system 
(pp. 6, Para 85) for monitoring telemetry of fuel gauges of the vehicle (pp. 6. Para 
87), where trends are used to anticipate conditions based on past performance 
(i.e. identifying/designating a trip event) (pp. 6, Para 85). Thus, Bratz disclosure 
of identifying trends to anticipate a condition and designate a trip event suggests 
that data is monitored based on a predetemiined event. Additionally the Office 
Action indicates Braatz teaches that instances of information pertaining to a 
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vehicle can be displayed and that the data of a plurality of vehicles may be 
displayed and designated graphically using different colors, shapes, or 
characters (pp. 10, Para 141). Thus, by teaching instances of data may be 
graphically displayed differently, Bratz suggests that the display of data obtained 
by a periodically recorded trip event or one displayed as a result of an anticipated 
trip event may be displayed differently. 

Therefore the rejection in view of Bratz and further in view of Tagami is 
maintained. 

3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chante Harrison whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3937. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mike Razavi can be reached on 703-305-4713. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
Art Unit 2672 
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